INTRODUCTION
Religion plays an important role in human life and history. A strong liberal education requires introduction to the intellectual analysis of this important dimension of human existence. A major in religious studies and theology provides a broad intellectual context for those who wish to study religion in greater depth. The major program offers study and appreciation of Roman Catholicism, other sects of Christianity including Eastern Orthodoxy, Jewish religious thought, the Islamic tradition, and surveys of other religions. This approach involves the comparative study of religions and a positive approach to the varieties of non-religion, such as atheism. The department provides the opportunity for a critical appraisal of religious faith through the study of primary source materials -scriptural, historical, and theological -and the use of interdisciplinary methodologies, such as anthropology, sociology, and psychology. The department also expresses the religious dimension of the college's founding in the Jesuit and Catholic tradition. Its orientation is to serve the community that shares the values of that tradition. For a more detailed description of the program, faculty, facilities, academic and cocurricular opportunities please go to the Religious Studies and Theology website (https://www.canisius.edu/academics/programs/religious-studiesand-theology) .
QUALIFICATIONS
Students must maintain a 2.0 GPA in their major and a 2.0 overall average to graduate with a degree in Religious Studies and Theology.
ADVISEMENT
All students should have an advisor in the major and should contact the department directly to have an advisor assigned if they do not already have one. Major advisors are normally assigned in the sophomore year, but may be requested in the freshman year to supplement a student's freshman advisor (their GRIF 101 facilitator). Meetings with academic advisors are required prior to students receiving their PIN for course registration each semester. All majors should work closely with their advisor in discussing career expectations, choosing their major electives, developing their entire academic program and planning their co-curricular or supplemental academic experiences.
DUAL MAJORS
Students who wish to expand their educational opportunities may decide to declare a dual major. The decision may be based on career goals or planned graduate studies. Before a student declares a dual major, it is important to meet with the appropriate academic departments for advisement. Some dual major combinations can be completed within the minimum 120 credit hour degree requirement, but in some cases additional course work may be required. In order to declare a dual major, the student must complete the appropriate dual major request form and get the signature of each department chairperson and the appropriate associate dean.
Religious Studies and Theology majors have often majored in Communications, Education, History, Philosophy, or Psychology.
MINORS
Minors provide students the opportunity to pursue additional interests but generally do not require as many courses as a major. Minors generally range from five to eight required courses. The minors page (http:// catalog.canisius.edu/archive/2016-2017/undergraduate/minors) provides a complete list of minors and provides links to each minor. Some majors and minors can be completed within the minimum 120 credit hour degree requirement, but in some cases additional coursework may be required. Students must complete the appropriate minor request form. 
GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

FREE ELECTIVES
Free electives are courses in addition to the Core Curriculum or Honors Curriculum and major requirements sufficient to reach the minimum of 120 credit hours required for graduation. Students may graduate with more but not less than 120 credit hours. We invite you to meet with the chair or relevant professor to choose electives for the major that align with your interests.
MAJOR REQUIREMENTS
ADDITIONAL COURSE CONSIDERATIONS
The Department has no required foreign language course(s) for its majors, but it strongly encourages all majors, if they are considering seminary or graduate study in theology or religion, to take a foreign language that is especially relevant to a student's interest in the discipline, such as Biblical Hebrew, Greek, Latin, or a modern foreign language. Greek and Latin are offered through the Classics Department and modern foreign languages through the Department of Modern Languages. Literatures and Cultures. Biblical Hebrew is offered on demand when there is sufficient student interest through the Religious Studies and Theology Department
The Department also offers courses for credit through the Institute for the Global Study of Religion. These are immersion experiences, often abroad, and are offered on a rotating basis. Please contact Dr. Timothy Wadkins for further information. 
RECOMMENDED SEMESTER SCHEDULE FOR MAJOR COURSE REQUIREMENTS
LEARNING GOALS & OBJECTIVES Student Learning Goal 1
Religious Studies and Theology majors will know the scriptures which form the foundation of Judaism and Christianity, as well as the basic insights of at least one other world religion.
Students will:
• Objective A: Students will demonstrate understanding of the scriptural traditions of the Hebrew Bible;
• Objective B: Students will demonstrate understanding of the scriptural traditions of the New Testament;
• Objective C: Students will demonstrate understanding of the religious teachings of a religion other than Christianity.
Student Learning Goal 2
Religious Studies and Theology majors will be critical thinkers about religion.
Students will:
• Objective A: Describe the context of a particular religious or theological question and develop a thesis in response to the question;
• Objective B: Analyze alternative viewpoints of the issues raised by the question and construct a logical defense of the argument;
• Objective C: Draw warranted conclusions from the evidence gathered.
Student Learning Goal 3
Religious Studies and Theology majors will do scholarly research and writing in Religious Studies or Theology.
• Objective A: Use a major theory or a theoretically-based method from the academic study of religion as part of an analysis of a religious or theological question;
• Objective B: Demonstrate understanding of intellectual property and present evidence in a fair and ethical manner;
• Objective C: Cite sources in an appropriate documentation style. RST 324 Biblical Archaeology 3 Credits An investigation of cultures and artifacts related to the texts of the Bible. We will discuss archaeological procedures and principles and examine how archaeological evidence from the Ancient Near East helps us understand the Bible and in some cases how it supports or challenges the biblical narratives. RST 360 Magic, Science and Religion 3 Credits This course will introduce students to some of the diverse ways that cultures of the world create meaning from the chaos of the apprehended world, as well as some of the approaches that scholars of religion utilize to understand those processes. We will focus not only on 'exotic' societies and peoples, but also explore the meanings of magic, science and religion in more familiar contemporary North America. RST 499 Independent Study 1-3 Credits Independent studies allow in-depth study of a specific topic and are most often reserved for seniors who cannot otherwise fulfill a graduation requirement. Independent studies require an application and approval by the associate dean. Prerequisite: permission of the instructor, department chair, & associate dean.
